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 Nicky (Nikhil) was one of the most vivacious and involved students I have ever met, and, having had 
our project presentations successively, I got to attend his, and he watched mine.
 Still, what got my attention wasn’t Nikhil’s enthusiasm, but the fact that his team used the same 
solar panel technology as I did... gallium arsenide ones. We teamed up for the 2013 edition, Nicky bringing 
along Aneek, (life sciences) and together winning, as an international Romania-US team, First Prize 
Small Team, as well as Second Prize Literature. 
 Our artwork (the settlement, as well as the asteroid mining module) also won Grand Prize and 
Honorable Mention in NSS Roadmap Competition. Consequently, Neo Space Settlement got to be 
displayed on all the conference diplomas (coming to us as a great surprise, as well as an honor).
 The 2013 International Space Development Conference, held in San Diego, California, was even 
more productive for me than the one in 2012. I met so many people I greatly admired, it is very hard to 
keep track. We got to see astronaut Mae Jemison, commander Chris Ferguson, Chris Lewicki, head of 
Planetary Resources, Mike Sonter, working with Deep Space Industries, Discovery Science Producer Ian 
McNeil and Deep Space Industries artist Bryan Versteeg, whose artwork I was greatly inspired by when 
designing “Neo.” Last, but definitely not least, I got to meet Buzz Aldrin, and have my copy of “Mission to 
Mars” signed by him. Below from Left: Aleksandra and Mae Jemison

 
Left: NEO topside                                        Right: NEO from the side

 One of my favourite quotes belongs to Audrey Hepburn: ”I owe so much, to so many people”
 I owe most of my experience to Al Globus, Lynne Zielinski and Karen Mermel. If it weren’t for their 
sustained enthusiasm and determination, their encouragements and support, I would have probably 
dropped the idea of pursuing a space career, catching up on my Physics, and even competing again in the 
2013 edition. I am thankful for this incredible opportunity, for meeting old friends and making new, and 
for attending some of the most interesting and motivating space talks. In the future, I plan to help other 
teams, making new international ones, and pursuing my interest in aerospace.       AV
Grade 9-10 First Prize http://settlement.arc.nasa.gov/Contest/Results/2012/

• “Solaris”, Alexandra V., District 1, Romania (“Tudor Vianu” National High School of Computer 
Science), Individual. 

Grade 11 First Prize http://settlement.arc.nasa.gov/Contest/Results/2013/
• “Neo” Space Settlement, Bucharest, Romania (“Tudor Vianu” National High School of Computer 

Science) (Aleksandra) and Bridgewater Raritan High School, New Jersey, Small Team (Nikhil’)
[We are especially delighted to see this “international” teaming between Aleksandra and Nikhil. - Ed.]
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